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“I promise to be true to you 

in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. 
I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.....”

From the Order of Celebrating Matrimony
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ORDER OF CELEBRATING MATRIMONY

AT

ST. THERESE PARISH

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ  with every spiritual blessing in the heavens. 

Ephesians 1:3

(God our) Father, to reveal the plan of Your Love,
You made the union of husband and wife

an image of the covenant between You and Your people.
In the fulfillment of this sacrament, the marriage of Christian man and woman

is a sign of the marriage between Christ and the Church.
Order of Celebrating Matrimony (Nuptial Blessing)

Congratulations! As Catholics, because of what marriage means to us, we are so blessed
in, and joyful about, your decision to approach our parish to celebrate your wedding. For

being married in our faith, you are, as a couple, literally and figuratively, offering yourselves
as a sign of Our Lord to us! How blessed we are!!! Th an k y o u !!!

In order to help you celebrate a wedding day that is the fulfillment of your hopes and
dreams, and inspire you to  liv e  a lif e  o f  faith  an d  jo y , this information booklet is offered

to guide and challenge you to consider the many things which are involved in celebrating the
most important commitment of your life—one which has such consequences in your life, the
lives of any of your children, and your Church.

Amarriage preparation program has as its goal the formation, development, and
enrichment, of the Catholic faith of the couple WITH the community (the People of

God, the Body of Christ); in other words, we want to invite you into a deeper relationship
with Christ Jesus and His Church! Ideally, you would be active in the practice of your faith,
and are marrying in the community where you pray; or, you are willing to be challenged about
the life in the faith you want to witness and explore b y  being Catholic!! (If you have a
relationship with another parish, you might approach a priest or deacon of your local parish
for marriage preparation and discuss how your wedding might be celebrated with us.)

The formation process for this celebration begins when you approach a priest, deacon, or
pastoral minister – but someone you choose — who will share the worship experience

of your wedding. This is why belonging to a parish (going to Mass) is so critical—by living
our faith; praying, and being present to, the community; and choosing a minister of your
parish, you are building a relationship between you and the minister you see Sunday after
Sunday. In this way, there is a relationship between who you are as Catholics, the parish on
Sunday, the wedding day itself, and your future with the Church as a married couple.
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This preparation will be considerate of the individual needs of a couple, and yet faithful
to the guidelines and expectations of the larger Church community. For example, the

Bishop of San Diego has certain expectations intended to give you information to reflect
sincerely on our faith. (Just as you took time to discern who you would marry, now is the time
to consider your future marital/nuptial relationship with God and our Church). These
include: — participating in a “Journey of Your Love” conference, hosted at various locations
throughout San Diego; — taking communication/stress assessment survey in marital
relationships (FOCCUS – WWW.FOCCUSINC.COM); — a mentoring relationship with a parishioner
couple and/or a weekend spiritual enrichment experience (called Engaged Encounter). All of
this is why there is a period of preparation (of at least nine months) so as to afford ample time
for an honest reflection on all of the blessings and stresses of living a married life, and to
build a relationship between the couple, their minister and the local parish.

These expectations aside, just as your decision to consider, and then enter into, a
commitment of life and love was yours alone, so too, your formation really is yours to

make. As an engaged couple, you  will be invited, together with the priest, deacon, or minister
you choose, to explore the meaning of faith, and how best to celebrate your decision to live
a life-long commitment of love in and with the Lord, and then to celebrate this commitment
in the wedding rituals of the Catholic Church (called Order of Celebrating Matrimony)!

Why marry in the Catholic Church? What is the “vision” of the Church about forming
a “communion” of the “whole life” between two disciples of Christ.... We invite you

to watch these videos for your reflection, your consideration, on those questions:

MARRIAGE in  th e  CATHOLIC VISION
www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2fcNFHDzAE&vl=en

Wh y  Marry  as  Cath o lic s  - Busted Halo #1
https://youtu.be/uq2RDYlOLrs

Wh y  Marry  as  Cath o lic s  - Busted Halo #2
https://youtu.be/qR41fFtPBzM

Celebrating a WEDDING -- Resources

Fran c is c an  Me d ia
https://youtu.be/sTEApwJCh_Y

U.S. Co n fe re n c e  o f  Cath o lic  B is h o p s  - Div in e  Wo rs h ip
https://youtu.be/3uAHwtBRg5c

Elements of the personal/couple preparation include:

\ exploring the faith beliefs/traditions of both the bride and groom; learn and share how each was
reared religiously; and how the couple now embraces their faith (or not);

\ reflect on what place the Catholic Church has in the life of the Catholic betrothed, and how the
couple understands and appreciates how the Church discerns and teaches what She does — the
Truth from and about God;
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\ develop an openness between the couple and the minister working with them, so issues related
to the Faith may be discussed (such as, living the Christian life and going to church, explore a
connection between the wedding day and couple’s life with/in the Church afterwards, etc.);
reflect on strategies for better communication; conflict resolution; the meaning of sexuality,
children, and life choices; 

\ consider what the Church teaches about the unconditional nature and meaning of vows; how a
marriage should be lived (the roles of bride and groom; the beauty and grace of sexuality, the
blessing of children, and satisfying one another’s needs, and dreams) and the relationship
between the couple and larger church community;

\ learn of any impediments to the marriage (such as — a previous marriage, an unwillingness to live
and practice the Catholic faith, refusal to have children, etc.);

\ and after reflecting on, and being prepared for, marriage/married life – the couple and minister
make preparations for how the marriage preparation will be done, and a vision of how the
wedding will be prayed.

To begin: meet with the priest or deacon you have chosen who will prepare you for your
marriage, and usually be the minister with you in celebrating your wedding ritual

(which we call The Order of Celebrating Matrimony). After this meeting, please
browse/read/reflect upon the information at this website of the Diocese, and enroll:

WWW.SDCATHOLIC.ORG/OFFICE-FOR/FAMILY-LIFE-AND-SPIRITUALITY/DIOCESAN-DAY-REGISTRATION/

Practical Expectations and Information

“What times may we get married?”

The celebrations of the marriage rites may be scheduled on any day. (Marriages celebrated
on Sunday are open to the invited guests and parish congregation at Sunday Mass.)

Furthermore, if celebrated on Saturday, the times reserved for these celebrations are: 10am,
12pm, 2pm, and 7pm. (To be married on other days, or once we are within six months of the
wedding, different times may be considered.) Please note all dates and times need to be first
confirmed with the priest or deacon, who will celebrate your wedding, before the scheduling
of any wedding or parish facilities. This ensures the wedding date and time is agreed to by all
involved, and thus respectful of other couples who may want to reserve the same date and
time as you. (Rehearsals may be scheduled sometime in the future. Please note, as with the
wedding, all rehearsals must be scheduled b y  the priest or deacon celebrating with the
wedding with the parish staff responsible for scheduling all parish facilities.) To begin, please
give us the completed information sheet which is attached to this packet: We d d in g
In fo rm atio n  Fo rm .

In consideration of the joy and obligation to be hospitable to your visiting family and
friends, and still afford yourself the time to enjoy the whole experience of your wedding

time, try not to be preoccupied with the many “to-do-items” before the wedding (which is
why we focus on the preparation for living a fruitful, and graced, married life first; then give
attention to wedding details way before the rehearsal).

“Is there any paperwork?”

There are at least three different documents which will be collected during the period of
preparation: baptismal certificates for all baptized persons (most especially for the

Catholic party); a formal statement of intentions and freedom to marry for the bride and
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groom; and a similar affirmation for each betrothed, from those who (ideally) have had the
longest history with the engaged (e.g., their parents, or siblings, or long-term friends). The
purpose is to document the intentions of the couple to celebrate a faithful/graced marriage,
who have the freedom to do so; and to document that the witness of faith and love of the
couple is affirmed by the community—best expressed by the people who have the most
intimate history of the couple. These documents for the celebration of the wedding will be
collected by the priest/deacon/minister preparing you for marriage. 

“What if one of us has been married before?”

As described in the first pages of this booklet, the Catholic Church teaches that marriage
is the union of the whole lives of a man and woman, in which the married couple shares

the Love of Christ in their covenant of life and love. Therefore, if this marriage is the second
such commitment for either party, the Church invites the divorced to enter into a reflective
process of how the prior marriage celebrated was (or was not) a life-long covenant in Christ.
(Please know the Catholic Church always assumes that “God has joined together” those who celebrate any marriage,

not just celebrations in the faith of the Catholic Church.) So, if there has been a prior marriage, we invite
you to meet with a priest, deacon, or pastoral minister to discuss your life as a married
person, before a date for a wedding is set. 

“May we have a visiting or retired priest or deacon marry us?”

Visiting clergy are always welcome. At the time of your reservation of a date and time for
your wedding, please have a letter of introduction from the visiting clergy which would

indicate his confirmation of his intent to celebrate the wedding with you. This letter would
identify the name, address, e-mail and telephone number of the priest or deacon, and how
he will participate in your preparation. If he intends only to celebrate the wedding, and wants
our parish to provide the marriage preparation, this letter ought to describe this as well—in
which case, you need to approach one of our parish priests, deacons, or pastoral minister, to
conduct such preparation. The visiting clergy will assume responsibility for the submission
of the necessary preparation and paperwork to his bishop (and to ours) in order to receive
the appropriate permission to celebrate your wedding in our parish.

“What is ‘premarital counseling’ and what’s involved?”

There are two aspects to this question, for marriage preparation involves two very related
areas: the sacramental preparation (where you as a couple are asked to learn about, reflect

on, and pray about, marrying in the Church as a “sacrament”); and, the psychological and
social preparation (where you explore as a couple the many factors in human relationships
that are unique to marriage, and identify areas of development in your experience, such as
communication, conflict resolution, and family networks, etc.). The sacramental preparation
is the primary responsibility of the priest, deacon, or pastoral minister; while the social and
emotional preparation, is the responsibility of the couple. (Psychotherapeutic assistance is
given by a licensed marriage counselor, if more in-depth assistance is appropriate.)
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The Diocese of San Diego expects every couple engaged to be married to participate in a
pre-marriage assessment process, using an approved survey FOCCUS - (Facilitating Open

Couple Communication, Understanding, and Study)and REFOCCUS (for couples entering a
second marriage) – WWW.FOCCUSINC.COM/FOCCUS-INVENTORY.ASPX. This is intended to help the
couple reflect on their relationship, gain insight to their areas of strengths and weaknesses,
and to benefit from the lived experience of thousands of others who have married before
them. The advantage of this tool is to provide objective points of reflection and dialogue, to
identify issues and concerns, and to use the marriage preparation period effectively to
formulate a strategy to address, reduce or resolve these areas of concerns before marrying.

“Is there any ‘cost’ or ‘fee’ to celebrate a wedding?”

No other question is asked more frequently, and yet it is so difficult to answer. Firstly,
your Marriage is a gift to  th e  c o m m u n ity , because it is assumed you know you are a

living witness of God’s Love fo r u s ! Also, we assume you are members of the Church who
support our parish community (who worship with us; give of your money in the offertory;
and are making contributions of your time, your talents, an d  your treasure — so our Church
may be all She can be). Thus, it is our honor and joy to share the “wealth” of our family, such
as the church building itself, and the expenses to maintain it (such as, its maintenance and
repair; heating or cooling; lights and utility costs; insurance; etc., etc.); and the ministry of the
priests and deacons to serve you and other couples. And, as baptized people, since your
wedding is a Sacrament, we would never “charge” you for your prayer (a “fee” to wed), as if
our parish was a wedding venue, a chapel, a building to be “used” — which it is not, and
must not be treated as such.

All of this being said — you are challenged to consider all of the expenses you have
willingly chosen to incur in your celebration (such as, the invitation expenses, rehearsal

dinner, photography, videography, limousine and honeymoon expenses, music at the
reception, the reception catering and the reception venue  rental, thank-you correspondence,
etc., etc., etc.). These expenses, which you freely choose to spend, often run into the
thousands of dollars. Many parishes ask a couple “to make a donation” of a specific amount
(sometimes worded as “please make a ‘suggested’ donation of $1,500, $1,000, $750, etc.)
because, sadly, it is the experience of most parishes, ours included, that without the
“suggested donation” wording, the couple forgets to make ANY gift/donation — and if they
do give, most couples give even less than a limousine rental, e.g., $500. And this is despite our
invitation and challenge that the couple make a gift to support their parish, much less any gift
you may choose to give to the minister who prepared them, or who presides at the wedding.
This is why many parishes suggest a donation amount so the couple will prioritize the needs of
their parish when considering their wedding budgets.

Please know, it costs the parish several hundreds of dollars a day for utilities, insurance,
employee expenses, etc., to say nothing of ministry support. This does not include the

literally dozens of other “costs” involved in maintaining the parish proper. Historically, here
at St. Th e re s e  Paris h , the parish asked for a m in im u m  consideration of $500! We no
longer make that request.... INSTEAD, this parish will trust in your generosity!!! Let us
explain how and why...
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Instead, you are invited to consider making a gift to your parish that is a percentage of all
of the expenses for your wedding. For example, consider making a contribution in

proportion to how much you have chosen to spend on the wedding & honeymoon. By inviting
you to make a stewardship donation in proportion to other wedding expenses, and NOT
requesting a specific amount, we are trusting in your goodness, just as we trust in the
graciousness and generosity of ALL of our parishioners (Sunday after Sunday) to meet the
needs and expenses of our parish, and make possible the work of the Church. In this way,
God and His People (this parish) are receiving a gift from you that is in proportion to those
who are doing b u s in e s s  with you (expenses you have agreed to pay or anticipate) in this
celebration.

Whatever may be your donation to the Church, please offer your donation b e fo re  the
rehearsal (such as during the preparation; hand-delivering it, or bringing it to the office,

etc.); thus, no money is exchanged at the rehearsal, or on the day of the wedding.

“May I have flowers, candles, runners, etc.? What are the ‘Rules?’”

We ask you to treat the parish property as your property—as part of our family. Thus, the
use of anything which may damage, deface, disfigure pews, pulpit/lectern, or any part

or fixture of the church, is profoundly disrespectful (such as using tacks, staples, tape, etc.).
Please take note of the following ö

\ The strewing of flower petals discolors and damages our carpets, as well as constituting a
hazard for our guests. This is true whether the petals are cloth or real. So, no strewing of
petals. 

\ A similar concern regards runners. In bygone centuries, when bridal and other dresses could
not be cleaned, runners were practical and effective to inhibit dirt. Today, runners are an
obstruction, and constitute a trip hazard. So, no runners.

\ Floral decorations ought not obstruct any aisle or pews, for this constitutes a hazard in case
of fire or other emergency. 

\ The flowers may be placed in the Church o n ly  consistent with the liturgical principles of our
worship. (This is a particular concern during Lent, when no flowers are permitted, and
Advent, when flowers are at a minimum.) 

\ With the risk of fire, no candelabra, or other decorative candles, may be used. A unity candle,
as with all liturgical candles, may of course be used.  We recommend you purchase a large
candle which will last for many years, so it may grace your family dinner table on the
occasions of significant family events—e.g., your wedding anniversary, birth of your children,
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, death of your parents, etc., reminding you, and all, of your
faith on your wedding day.

\ For reasons which we hope and pray are obvious, please—no throwing of rice, confetti, bird
seed, etc., at the end of the wedding.

“What about photography/videography? There must be guidelines...”

You are reminded that the wedding is a time of sacred worship and warrants the respect
of all participants. The use of photography, while an important aspect of our

celebrations, should not detract from the beauty, reverence and meaning of your prayer. 
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Please observe these guidelines in the use of photography.

\ Consider taking your photography up to two (2) hours prior to the wedding, so you
may be immediately available to your guests after your sacrament.

\ During the celebration, videographers/photographers are asked not to be so visible
as to obstruct the prayer (such as coming into the altar area, using a flash or bright
lights, etc.)

\ We ask you to complete all photography thirty (30) minutes after the celebration.

“May we have any kind of music, played on any instrument?”

In our faith, music is a ministry. Accordingly, at any sacrament, we ask that “live” music be
used in the celebration—employing the gifts of musicians, cantors, and choirs. In fact, the

more involved the music in your prayer, the more you create a wonderful experience which
will highlight and accent the celebration. Available, upon your request, are a variety of highly
recommended instrumentalists and vocalists, all of which are sure to add a unique musical
appeal to your wedding celebration. The music ministers of our parish serve you, but are
compensated by you (serving as contractors not unlike your photographer, and/or,
videographer, and/or florist, etc., who serve you by contract). These expenses are another
reason for you to be as generous as possible in gifting your parish when making an offering,
considering the fact our parish depends on such donations to maintain and improve our
church, as well as provide for the staff, etc.

Your wedding (i.e., marriages officiated by a Catholic bishop, priest, or deacon) will be
celebrated according to the Order of Celebrating Matrimony. This rite of celebrating

weddings is NOT as other Christian Traditions pray them, nor (perhaps) as you anticipate
or have “seen” weddings in the past. As a preparation for the wedding day, a final part of the
marriage preparation is working with their minister to prepare the actual rite of the wedding
— see again these two videos: 

Franciscan Media — 
https://youtu.be/sTEApwJCh_Y

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops - Divine Worship — 
https://youtu.be/3uAHwtBRg5c

Ple as e  c all u s  if  y o u  h av e  an y  q u e s tio n s ! We  are  h e re  to  s e rv e  y o u !
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DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO

COME SHARE YOUR JOY

Please GO TO – and register at:

WWW.SDCATHOLIC.ORG/OFFICE-FOR/FAMILY-LIFE-AND-SPIRITUALITY/DIOCESAN-DAY-REGISTRATION/



English — www.sbcee.com

Engaged Encounter website for the Diocese of San Diego

English — http://www.engagedencountersd.org/
Registration

register@engagedencountersd.org
619-729-5354

OTHER ENGAGED ENCOUNTER RESOURCES

Engaged Encounter website for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles — www.ceeofla.org
Engaged Encounter website for the Diocese of Orange — www.eeweekend.org

Engaged Encounter website for the Diocese of San Bernardino — www.sbcee.com

“The day humankind can understand the power of love, to transform their lives, and become the
people of God we were created to be, imagine the honor of being the sacrament of the Lord Jesus
Christ to a world that knows Him not..... 

“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides, and gravity, we shall harness for God
the energies of love. And then, for the second time in the history of the world, man will have
discovered fire! Oh, then, for the second time in history, humankind will have discovered fire!!!!” 

Teilhard de Chardin, S.J.

You have taught me, O Lord, from my youth, and I shall proclaim
Your wondrous works all the days of my life...

 Psalm 71:17



STEPS TO FOLLOW

I. Contact a priest, deacon, or pastoral minister, of your choice immediately so that the
marriage preparation may begin. Go to the Diocesan website, and register for the Journey
of Your Love session.

II. Help provide information for the documentation needed for priest, deacon, pastoral
minister, to celebrate the wedding. It is anticipated that all the documents of the marriage
preparation/wedding would be received no later than three months prior to the proposed
marriage date.

III. Begin the preparation process with the priest/deacon/pastoral minister as he or she
outlines what and how the parish may prepare and serve you.

IV. Please understand that the marriage preparation is an important gift the Church wants to
you, literally offering you an investment in your lives, which is why the wedding
celebration is tentative and conditional on all of you (the couple and preparation minister)
having reflected and being prepared for the meaning of marriage in the Catholic Faith,
confirming the beauty and grace of what it means to live a Catholic life as a married
couple.

V. The civil marriage license, the non-confidential (public) license issued by the State of
California, must be presented to the priest or deacon at least by the time of the rehearsal,
along with the full names and residential addresses of the two (2) people who will sign
the legal documents.

VI. Your wedding (i.e., marriages officiated by a Catholic bishop, priest, or deacon) will be
celebrated according to the Order of Celebrating Matrimony. (For example, Non-
Scripture readings are not used.) So, as a final part of the preparation, the couple will
work with their minister to prepare the Rite of the wedding — accordingly, it would be
wise not to make any commitments as to who will be involved in, or what will happen
at, the wedding, until you have conferred with the deacon or priest presiding at your
marriage.
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Documents for Celebrating the Wedding

1. BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE: Issued from the parish of Baptism – a recent copy (generally dated
6 months prior to the date of the proposed marriage, but certainly during the time of
engagement). This is required of Catholics; and requested for those baptized non-Catholic.

1. PRENUPTIAL EXAMINATION FORM: completed with the minister of your wedding.

2. AFFIDAVIT TO ESTABLISH FREEDOM TO MARRY (one each for the Bride/Groom): completed
by the minister of your sacrament.

3. A letter of introduction from any visiting clergy whom you have invited to celebrate your
wedding. This letter will confirm his intent to celebrate the wedding with you, will identify
his name, address, and telephone number. The letter will describe how the preparation will
be done. And if he intends only to celebrate the wedding, and wants our parish to provide the
marriage preparation, this letter ought to note this as well.

4. Permission of a Catholic party’s proper pastor, if the marriage is celebrated in a parish that
is not where he or she celebrates their faith (i.e., where they go to Sunday Mass).

5. Permission from the Catholic party’s priest preparing the couple, if marrying a baptized non-
Catholic. This permission is intended to assure that the differences in Christian traditions
have been discussed, are not a source of conflict between the couple, and that there is
agreement how the children will be reared. 

6. A dispensation is received from the Catholic party’s priest preparing the couple, if marrying
a non-baptized person. This dispensation affirms the decision of the Catholic to marry
someone who does not believe in the life, death, resurrection of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and
Savior, so as to support the Catholic. This is intended to ensure that the religious differences
between the couple have been discussed, are not a source of conflict, and that there is
agreement how the children will be reared. 

7. Certificate of participation in a Catholic Church approved marriage preparation program:
e.g., Engaged Encounter, on-line resources in special circumstances of pastoral need (e.g.,
military, etc.).
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San Diego County Marriage License
Information — https://arcc.sdcounty.ca.gov/pages/marriage-licenses.aspx#licenses

(619) 237-0502 

BOTH of YOU must come together to the County Recorder’s Office
with a valid government photo identification; to expedite the issuance of the
license, it is “recommended” that you bring in a certified copy of your birth
certificate; and be able to pay — $70

(This is for a non-confidential marriage license – which the Church requires of you – and can be
“purchased” with cash, check, money orders; credit & debit cards (only MasterCard, American Express,
Discover cards are accepted) may be used for an additional $2.50 Service Fee.

Requirements: Each person must present one form of valid photo identification with proof of age. To expedite the identification
process, it is recommended that both parties bring a certified copy of their birth certificate.

! Couples applying for a marriage license must be unmarried: If you were previously married and the dissolution is not yet
final, even if it will be final before the wedding date, you will not be issued a marriage license.

! If you are in a State Registered Domestic Partnership (SRDP) you may not enter into a marriage or be issued a license with
someone other than your registered domestic partner, unless the most recent domestic partnership has been terminated or
a final judgment of dissolution or nullity has been entered.

! If the dissolution was final within the past 90 days, please provide a copy of your final judgment.
The Name Equality Act of 2007 gives specific rights to parties at the time they are applying for a California marriage license to
choose and list on the marriage license the new name that each party will go by after marriage. Please refer to the Name Equality
Act. A blood test is not required. There is no residency requirement in California. Your non-confidential marriage license is effective
immediately and valid for 90 days anywhere within the state of California. Once you have your marriage license the ceremony can
be performed at the church of your choice, a wedding chapel, or a civil ceremony may be performed by this office.



Non-Confidential (PUBLIC) Marriage License

The State of California issues two types of marriage licenses: a regular (public) and
a confidential license. Each license must be used within ninety (90) days from the
date when it was prepared. It only becomes valid when a wedding is performed within
that 90-day period, and the license is signed, witnessed, and returned to the county
which issued the license. 

A couple who intends to marry must go in person to the county recorder’s office.
A comprehensive list of all counties may be found at:
http://www.counties.org/county-websites-profile-information

Ideally, you secure a marriage license in the county of your wedding celebration.
Please bring a valid picture identification and $70 for the license fee (in cash, check,
money order; there is an additional charge of $2.50 for credit cards). The couple must
also be prepared to provide the full birth names of their parents, as well as the state or
country of birth for each of their parents. (If either party had been previously married, he or she
will also be asked to provide the date of the most recent dissolution of marriage.) 

Unless you formally ask and pay for it, the county will NOT send you a certified
copy of the license. Therefore, without a certified copy of your marriage license, you
cannot effect the legal consequences of your marrying one another. ALL mailed
requests for copies must be made on the county form (called “Application for a
certified Marriage Certificate”, an example follows the marriage license form), which
must be notarized. In other words, before your marriage, it would be wise to complete
this form, assess the need you have for the number of certified copies you need, and
prepare a check made payable to the county/recorder’s office who issued the license,
in the amount of $15 per copy of certified license — generally, three to five. 

Before World War II, a “confidential license” was authorized to address the
circumstances of a co-habitating man and woman whose neighbors, associates,
perhaps even family, all assumed that they were married, and this license helped
facilitate privacy from the “scandal” of living together. Due to the confidential nature
of this type of license, future copies of the license may only be requested and issued
to the couple, in person. It is not a public document, nor may it be used as such.
Lastly, it may only be used within th county where the license was issued. The costs
for this license are extra – $89. The Confidential Marriage License is inappropriate
for marriages celebrated in the Catholic Church, which sees marriage a public
celebration of the whole community.



        Marriage License Information





A SAMPLE of an application for requesting copies of your marriage certificate when issued at the Clerk’s
Office. Once you have your license in hand, then ask for this. After you leave the Clerk’s Office, complete
the form (filling out only the date of the wedding, how many certified marriage licenses you want to receive,
and the address where to mail them). One of you should then complete the form with having your signature
notarized. Please give the original license, this notarized form, and a check, made payable to the County of
San Diego Clerk/Recorder in the amount of $15 times the number of copies being requested (e.g., four
copies, a check to the county for $60) to your minister!!!



WEDDING PLANNING ASSIST (Countdown)

12 to 18 MONTHS PRIOR

· identify a date for the wedding, and confirm the date with your parish and who will celebrate the wedding with you (priest
or deacon) – select dates for the Diocesan day (Journey of Your Love) as well as for the Engaged Encounter retreat

· create (or buy) a wedding planner to track to-dos, commitments, and maintain lists of responsibilities
· identify reception sites
· confirm what you will gift one another in the exchange of rings (often the bride’s engagement ring is coordinated with a

wedding band; and increasingly, the engagement ring is used as the wedding ring; determine what you will do for the
groom’s ring)

6 to 12 MONTHS PRIOR

· begin to create your invitation list 
· consider the benefit to (and then send out) a “save-the-date” card (particularly important if you have many family and

friends coming from a distance and whose presence could be facilitated by advance planning)
· determine budget for the wedding (remembering a generous/percentage gift to your parish), reception, and honeymoon
· ensure you and your deacon or priest have begun marriage preparation; at the same time, learn if there are any guidelines

and obligations for the wedding that you need to know in advance
· choose a wedding dress 
· consider who you are going to hire (or what you will not hire for) the music/singing at the wedding rite itself, reception

entertainment; photographer/videographer; florist; etc.
· plan the specifics of the reception - the event timeline, food, wedding cake, music, decor, etc.
· select your attendants 
· select your attendants’ apparel 
· consult a menswear specialist
· consider and enroll (or not) with a bridal registry

4 to 6 MONTHS PRIOR

· order invitations, stationery, and “thank you” cards
· confirm plans for your honeymoon 
· have mothers and grandmothers select dresses and accessories 
· consider the assemblages for your trousseau (if you choose to create such for yourself)
· finalize your guest lists
· have your engagement party
· reserve any rental equipment such as; tables ,chairs,  and tents
· consider/choose/create favors
· arrange any necessary transportation (renting limousine or borrowing/using personal car)



2 TO 4 MONTHS PRIOR

· arrange fittings for yourself and your attendants
· address and mail wedding invitations
· ensure the rings are ready to go (including all/any engraving)
· arrange for the rehearsal with the priest or deacon, and place for any dinner
· select attendants gifts
· reconfirm dates with all vendors/suppliers 
· consider the reservation of a block of rooms for out-of-town guests (if necessary)
· attend/participate in wedding showers

1 TO 2 MONTHS PRIOR

· participate/attend any bachelor or bachelorette parties
· shop for gifts for each other, as well as the writing of love letters to be exchanged on your wedding night
· handle legal and financial matters: determine if you will be changing your surname (bride and groom, or just the bride);

review insurance policies, medical powers of attorney, to reflect your marital status; similarly, begin to amend wills, bank
accounts, etc.

· review ritual of wedding with your deacon or priest
· go and secure your marriage license from the county where the wedding will be celebrated (in California, receive a

“public” – Non-Confidential Marriage License – not a confidential license)
· finalize your contracted services (rehearsal dinner, reception location, any catering, video/photographer, flowers, music,

etc.)
· consider a wedding portrait (taken 4 weeks prior to wedding)
· finalize appointments for any hairstyling, manicurist
· have a final dress fitting
· pick up wedding rings
· finalize any seating plan for reception now that you have your RSVPs
· ensure your transportation (or reception site) has your love letters to be opened on your wedding night, trousseau, other

luggage, honeymoon documents, etc.
· wrap presents for attendants (and each of your wrap any gift you are going to exchange with one another)
· handle details if either of you is changing an address; notify utilities, post office, and have phones installed (if applicable)

1 To 2 WEEKS PRIOR

· try on your wedding gown to make sure it fits
· make sure certain attendants have their dresses and accessories
· reconfirm with those whose services you will be using
· consider give bridesmaids a party
· reconfirm rehearsal plans with church
· give final guest count to reception location and caterer 
· pack for your honeymoon

1 DAY PRIOR

· Relax, Pamper Yourself!

WEDDING DAY!!!



WORKSHEET for MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROCESS 

G Having received the Wedding Information Booklet, we have identified the priest,
deacon, or pastoral minister, with whom we will work to be prepared to celebrate our
wedding, and have arranged our first meeting.

G We have submitted the Appendix A (wedding date and time reservation form).

G Have provided information about our contractors for future contact (if the parish
needs to contact them), such as the photographer, florist, etc.

G We have completed a marriage preparation process/experience, and have provided any
expected certificate to our minister preparing us for marriage.

G We have scheduled our rehearsal date with the priest, deacon or minister, with whom
we are working, and confirmed with them that the date and time is on the parish
calendar.

G We have identified those who will assist in our wedding celebration, and give their
full names and address information, to our priest, deacon, or minister, especially our
witnesses (those who will sign the license, for example, the best man and maid/matron
of honor, our mothers, etc.), etc., as well as the music ministers for our wedding.

G We have given a gift to our parish, which includes an appreciation for, and awareness
of, all of the expenses of the church for our wedding, the need for maintenance of the
parish property and employees, support the Church ministry, cover the costs for the
counselor which have been paid by the parish, as well as a thanksgiving offering.
(Any gift to the priest, deacon, or minister, is separate, as are expenses for musicians,
singers, etc.)

G We have secured a public marriage license in the county in which we are marrying,
San Diego County (as opposed to a confidential license which is not appropriate in
Catholic marriages) no earlier than sixty (60) days, and no later than thirty (30) days,
prior to our wedding (though the license is valid, however, for ninety days prior to your wedding). 

G We have prepared, and notarized, our request for the number of certified copies of our
marriage license, along with a check made payable to San Diego County
Clerk/Recorder, in the amount of $15 per copy.

G We have ensured our priest, deacon, or pastoral minister, has possession of the
license, rings, and all other materials for the celebration of the wedding by the time of
our rehearsal. We also have provided the parish with the names of our photographer,
videographer, and florist, with contact numbers. 





G St. Therese Parish    G Other: _______________________________________

DESIRED Date and Time of Marriage:                                             

WEDDING INFORMATION FORM 

FULL NAME OF BRIDE:    
            (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST)

ADDRESS:  

PHONE NUMBERS: HOME                                                CELL   

E-MAIL  

RELIGION:    

(NAME OF CHURCH YOU ATTEND, DO YOU GO WEEKLY, MONTHLY, SEMI-ANNUALLY, ETC.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

FULL NAME OF GROOM:    
            (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST)

ADDRESS:  

PHONE NUMBERS: HOME                                                CELL   

E-MAIL  

RELIGION:    

(NAME OF CHURCH YOU ATTEND, DO YOU GO WEEKLY, MONTHLY, SEMI-ANNUALLY, ETC.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

NAME & PHONE NUMBER OF PRIEST/DEACON/MINISTER PREPARING COUPLE

_____________________________________________________________

PRIEST/DEACON celebrating (if different from preparation):

_____________________________________________________________


